
Common Scholarship Application 
(CSA) 

Overview

January 18– March 8th @ 2pm PST



The Community Scholarship Program 

u San Diego Foundation will 
offer scholarship funds 
through the platform 
Foundant

u All applications are audited for 
eligibility by staff and 
read/reviewed by volunteer 
committees

u Most heavily weighted 
evaluation criteria (grades, 
extracurriculars, financial 
need, etc.) varies by fund

u Primary program goal is to 
award to applicants for whom 
a scholarship would make the 
greatest impact



Accessing the CSA

v Visit our website @: 
https://www.sdfoundat
ion.org

v A link will be on the 
Common Scholarship 
Application page for 
students to click and 
redirect them to 
Foundant to register. 

https://www.sdfoundation.org/
https://www.sdfoundation.org/


Accessing the CSA





Starting the Application

Before Beginning

ü Ensure that all 
requested academic, 
financial, and personal 
information is on hand 
(FAFSA or the CA 
Dream Act is a 
requirement) Please 
advise students to start 
their FAFSA or CA 
Dream Act asap

ü Be willing to devote 3-4 
hours to completing the 
form

ü You can “save” and 
start where you left off. 
This application auto-
saves as well. 



Media Release 



Demographics

As long as 
applicants fit the 
award criteria, 
demographic 
information like:
• Ethnicity
• Birth Date
• Citizenship 

Status 
do not factor into 
application score



Demographics Continued



Demographics Continued



Current Academics

Many high school applicants misreport 
school districts or use unofficial school 
names

Students who are unsure of their 
school district or official school name 
are encouraged to double-check online



Current Academics Continued



Fall Educational Plans

Applicants should ensure that their prospective schools align with the scholarship criteria (i.e. high school dependent, arts-
specific, ethnicity-specific). Similarly, intended major and career are integral to some awards. 



Finances

• The Student Aid 
Report (SAR) is part 
of the FAFSA/CA 
Dream Act and is 
required for the 2023-
24 scholarship 
application

• Expected Family 
Contribution gives 
evaluators a better 
idea of an applicant’s 
level of financial need

• While not quantifiable, 
Other Financial 
Circumstances are 
carefully factored into 
evaluation



Finances continued



Extra-Curriculars, Community Service, and Work Experience

• Extra-Curriculars, 
Community Service, and 
Work Experience help 
evaluators understand an 
applicant’s sense of 
commitment to community

• While Extra-Curriculars and 
Work Experience are 
measured by hours per 
week, Community Service is 
measured by total hours

• One activity/job should not 
be used more than once 
across the three categories

• Students have FOUR 
opportunities in each 
section to list their activities. 



Personal Statements

• Effective Personal 
Statements echo 
Academics, Extra-
Curriculars, 
Community Service, 
and/or Work 
Experience to show 
personality and 
build a cohesive 
narrative

• The best essays 
demonstrate how 
the applicant’s 
worldview and 
experiences have 
shaped their 
aspirations

• If possible, 
applicants should 
seek proofreaders 
before submitting 
essays



Before Submitting



Scholarship 
opportunities that 
students are eligible 
for are 
AUTOMATICALLY
submitted for the 
student.

Any scholarship 
opportunity that has 
Supplemental 
Materials (i.e. Letter 
of Recommendation 
Request, Transcript 
Upload, Additional 
Essay), will be able to 
complete those 
materials once they 
click “Continue” at 
the bottom of the 
Confirmation Page. 



Supplemental Materials

Supplemental 
Materials will start 
alphabetically by 
Scholarship 
Opportunity Name. 
The student can 
save and continue to 
the next Scholarship 
Opportunity OR they 
can click the 
“HOME” button at 
the top to see all 
Scholarship 
Opportunities they 
are eligible for and 
what Supplemental 
Materials are needed 
to complete. 



Supplemental Materials Continued

Statuses:
• Submitted = 

Student has 
completed this 
scholarship 
opportunity.

• Assigned = 
Supplemental 
Materials are 
needed. Student 
will need to click 
“Edit Application” 
to Submit. 

NOTE: ALL 
SUPPLEMENTALS 
ARE DUE MARCH 8th

@ 2pm PST. We will 
not take any late 
materials. 



Letter of Recommendation – Supplemental Materials

Students who have a 
Scholarship Opportunity 
that requires a Letter of 
Recommendation 
Request have a template 
they can “COPY” and 
“PASTE” into the email 
body.  



Letter of Recommendation – Supplemental 
Materials

The recommender will receive two emails:
1. Email from the student with request and 

deadline
2. Email from SDF with the link to upload 

LOR and the name of the Scholarship 
Opportunity the applicant is applying for. 



Letter of Recommendation – Supplemental 
Materials

All recommenders will 
have their own 
dashboard that hold 
all their Third Party 
Requests. 

Please take note of the 
different statuses and 
the Scholarship 
Opportunity names. 

All Third Party 
Requests are due 
March 8th @ 2pm PST. 



San Diego Foundation 
Common Scholarship Application 

Timeline

10 January and 11 January

Virtual Counselor Convening

18 January

Common Scholarship Application 
launches

8 March @ 2pm PST

(2:00 P.M.) – Common Scholarship 
Application closes (deadline for 
letters of recommendation)

April

Mid-May – TSDF and volunteer 
committees evaluate applications

Late May

Scholarship application numbers 
available to counselors upon 
request

June

All students are notified of 
awards



• Practice Application
• Tips for a Strong Application

• FAQs
• Local Scholarships
• Community Scholarships Criteria

Links

http://www.sdfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/common-application-scholarship-practice-application-2022-2023.pdf
https://www.sdfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/tsdf-competitive-scholarship-app-tips.pdf
https://www.sdfoundation.org/students/faqs/
https://www.sdfoundation.org/students/local-scholarships/
http://www.sdfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/tsdf_20222023_scholarshipscriteria.pdf


Questions? 
Email: 

scholarships@sdfoundation.org

mailto:scholarships@sdfoundation.org

