
COLLEGE DEGREES MEAN BUSINESS IN SAN DIEGO 
San Diego County is poised for new levels of economic success. But to sustain 
job growth, more of our young people need to get to, and through, college.

Across California, more than 60% of all job openings will soon require at  
least some college education, with nearly a quarter of all new jobs requiring 
a bachelor’s degree.1

THERE ARE PRACTICAL WAYS TO MAKE A GREAT DIFFERENCE 
The San Diego Foundation is learning what it takes to get more students 
to and through college, and helping advance tested approaches for our 
region. We are partnering with the respected, statewide College Futures 
Foundation—an innovator in this field that has studied the experiences 
and achievements of 20,000 low-income California students who received 
scholarship funds.

We are working with the committed leaders of our high school districts, 
community and state colleges, and many nonprofits to provide better 
pathways to college access and success for more young people. For example, 
our research shows that providing students and families, especially those 
lacking experience with college, with information and support completing 
financial aid applications can help more students reach and stay in college.

Everyone loses when students 
who could succeed don’t. 

San Diego’s young people have 
potential and drive. Most want to 
go to college and have the ability 
to succeed there. But too many 
lack access to the academic 
preparation, support, and 
financial resources they need to 
navigate the transition from high 
school to college, and from 
college entry to college degree.

On behalf of our young 
people and the future of 
this region, we’re inviting 
donors to join us in 
investing in our youth 
through needs-based 
scholarships.

SCHOLARSHIPS: A VITAL COMMUNITY ASSET
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WHAT ARE THE BARRIERS TO COLLEGE SUCCESS? 

SPECIAL CHALLENGES
Only about 5% of foster  youth 
who enter college persist year 

to year.3

COST
Annual tuition can require  
up to 84% of a low-income 

family’s income.2

SUPPORT
Many low-income students and 

students of color are the first in their 
families to go to college.

We are presenting our donors with additional ways to think about scholarship funds.

The San Diego Foundation is the region’s largest private scholarship provider: This academic year, we have awarded 
more than $2.7 million in college scholarships to more than 1,000 young people from our region. The average 
scholarship amount is $2,350. For many students and families, this amount, combined with publicly available financial 
aid, is enough to make the difference between being able to afford college or not. 

A significant number of donor-directed scholarships are based on academic merit—the grade-point average of high 
school students. While students with high achievement deserve recognition for their success, merit-based scholarships 
may miss an opportunity to provide support to low income students who have the ability and desire to succeed in 
college but lack the means.

We believe that our region has an opportunity to provide more needs-based scholarships to low-income students who 
have the ability to succeed in college. In 2016, through The Foundation’s Common Scholarship Application, a 
simplified process that allows students to write a single application and be considered for a variety of scholarships, we 
awarded scholarships with a greater focus on need. Half of these awards went to students who will be the first 
generation in their families to attend college, and many of these awards went to students who are under-represented 
in the student bodies of high education institutions.

AN INVITATION 
We invite donors interested in scholarships and education to invest in the 
future of San Diego by contributing to our needs-based Community 
Scholarship Fund.

We will pool the contributions of all donors to this fund, and use these dollars 
to provide annual scholarships for low-income students and other young people 
from populations underrepresented in college today. This fund has already 
attracted a significant contribution from The San Diego Foundation with potential 
to leverage other philanthropic investments, and through support of local donors it 
can become a major source of good—helping San Diego’s young people, families, 
economy, and civic life for generations to come. 

Our Scholarships Team is happy to discuss the opportunities of this fund with  
you further. Please contact Danielle Valenciano, Community Scholarships Director, 
at DanielleV@sdfoundation.org or 619-235-2300.

https://cew.georgetown.edu/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/Recovery2020.SR_.Web_.pdf
https://www.pellinstitute.org/downloads/publications-Indicators_of_Higher_Education_Equity_in_the_US_45_Year_Trend_Report.pdf
https://www.pellinstitute.org/downloads/publications-Indicators_of_Higher_Education_Equity_in_the_US_45_Year_Trend_Report.pdf
http://www.cacollegepathways.org/sites/default/files/foster_youth_transitions_iebc_2013.pdf
http://www.cacollegepathways.org/sites/default/files/foster_youth_transitions_iebc_2013.pdf



