
After-the-Fire Fund Helps Rebuild Lives and
Communities in San Diego County

We at The San Diego Foundation are all deeply con-
cerned about the individuals, families, and businesses who
were affected by the wildfires in late October. As San Diego’s
community foundation, we have been working hard to
define the actions we will take to help our fellow San
Diegans rebuild their lives and communities.

The San Diego Regional Disaster Fund (SDRDF), a
supporting organization of The Foundation, was established
after 9/11/01 to prepare for and respond to regional disas-
ters such as the wildfires. SDRDF does not grant directly to
individuals or families, but to the nonprofit organizations
that serve them. In response to the wildfires, SDRDF estab-
lished the After-the-Fire Fund and has received many gener-
ous contributions since then totaling more than $1.6 million.

SDRDF has already begun the first of three phases of grantmaking (Response,
Recovery, Rebuilding) in response to the fires, as it recently awarded grants to three local
nonprofits. The San Diego Food Bank received $20,000 to provide food to 275 participat-
ing charitable organizations in the county now responding to fire victims. The Salvation
Army was granted $20,000 to provide response services to affected communities in East
County. The Rural Firefighters Association was awarded $25,000 to replace lost or dam-
aged equipment as a result of the fires. Additionally, we have surveyed 1,300 local non-
profits to determine their capacity, plans, and funding needs in order to respond to
the disaster. The San Diego Foundation will provide analysis, oversight, and
accountability to ensure the effectiveness of all After-the-Fire Fund grants.

Contributors to the After-the-Fire Fund are assured that their donations
will stay in San Diego and be used to assist those affected by the fires. If you would
like to make a contribution, you can do so online at www.sdfoundation.org or by
calling 619-235-2300. Thank you for your support as we all work together to rebuild.
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Volunteer
Recognition -
Jack Raymond

The Foundation
relies greatly upon our more
than 200 dedicated volun-
teers. These generous and
gifted individuals serve on
our Working Groups and
committees, provide expert
advice and counsel, and
power our activities.

Jack Raymond is
one such exemplary volun-
teer. Known for his remark-
able range of leadership
responsibilities in the com-
munity, Raymond is chair-
man and CEO of the
Greystone Group, L.P. A
graduate of Cornell
University, he has been a

Donors Help us Endow San Diego
Jerome M. Sattler
Jerome M. Sattler Fund for San Diego Youth and Community Services

The Jerome M. Sattler Fund for San Diego Youth
and Community Services was established to help at-risk
and homeless youth become self-sufficient and reach their
highest potential. 

Jerome grew up in Bronx, NY, the son of
European immigrants. He attended City College of New
York for his undergraduate degree, and University of
Kansas in Lawrence for his doctoral degree in Clinical
Psychology. Currently he is a retired professor with adjunct
appointment at San Diego State University (SDSU). In 1973 the first edition of his
textbook, Assessment of Children, was published. It is now in its fourth edition. All
editions have been translated into Spanish. In 1987, he started

continued on p. 2

Converting 
an Existing Non-
Endowment Fund
If you have a non-endowment fund
at The Foundation, have you ever
considered converting all or a por-
tion of it to an endowment? This is
a simple process that your fund
manager can easily expedite for you.
Our fund advisors who have been
through this process often find a
new level of satisfaction with their
giving, as they know their fund will
help ensure that the organizations
and interest areas they care about
will be strong long into the future.
This is also a wonderful way to
establish your legacy. To learn more
about this process, please speak with
your fund manager.continued on p. 2



member of The Foundation’s
Board of Governors since 1998. 
He has served on the Grants,
Teachers’ Fund, Fund Services,
Scholarship, and Executive
Committees. He now serves as
Chair of The San Diego
Charitable Real Estate
Foundation (CREF), our support-
ing organization that deals with
charitable gifts of real property. 

Jack knows all about
charitable real estate gifts. Besides
working in the real estate field
for 27 years, his own Raymond
Family Fund, created with his
wife Caroline in 1998, was aug-
mented in 2001 with his gift of
four pieces of property. This
land, purchased for $16,000
many years ago, is now worth
well over $400,000. His family
fund supports general charitable
purposes in order to adjust grant-
making to meet the changing needs
of the community.

Jack emphasizes that gift-
ing real estate to The San Diego
Foundation is “very simple. Many
people might think that giving real
estate is complicated, but CREF
makes it easy. CREF takes care of
all the details, walks donors
through the process, and then
works very closely with legal, finan-
cial, and real estate experts to make
it all happen.”

We are so grateful to be
able to benefit from the talent,
dedication, and expertise of volun-

teers like
Jack. He’s
given The
Foundation
and CREF
a terrific
amount of
his time,
knowledge,
and enthu-
siasm, and
we are 
honored 
to work 
with him.

his own publishing company. He decided to establish several endowments
because of his desire to help children and families in need and to support
the library at SDSU, without which his textbooks would not have been pos-
sible. He is involved with the National Association of School Psychologists,
the American Psychological Association, and the Retired Faculty
Association of SDSU. 

Jerome has a second fund at The Foundation, The Jerome M.
Sattler Fund for the San Diego YWCA Domestic Violence Program, which
he established in 2000. This fund benefits battered women and children
who have suffered because of circumstances beyond their control.

Animal Care Foundation, Inc.
Animal Care Fund

Dr. Millwood Custer graduated first in his class at Ohio State
University Veterinary School of Medicine and taught surgery at that same
institution before practicing veterinary medicine in San Diego. He served
on the board of the American Animal Hospital Association for eight years
and was president in 1972. Dr. Custer opened Turquoise Animal Hospital
in 1959 and practiced there until his retirement in 1989. He and his wife,
Connie, a teacher to special needs children, are passionate about animals.
More than twenty years ago, Dr. Custer, along with other local veterinari-
ans, created a private foundation to support organizations providing charity
care to animals. In recent years the foundation has supported purchasing
surgical equipment for emergency veterinary care at the San Diego Zoo.
Because the Custers wanted to focus on grantmaking, they collapsed the
private Animal Care Foundation into a fund at The San Diego
Foundation. Dr. and Mrs. Custer look forward to recommending grants to
the San Diego Zoo, and possibly other organizations assisting animals, for
surgical tools and other needed equipment.

We are very pleased to introduce Ruth
Patterson, who will work with and oversee the
Science & Technology and Health & Human
Services Working Groups as well as the San
Diego Regional Disaster Fund. Ruth comes to us
from the Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research
Center in Seattle, WA, and has extensive
research, grantwriting, and fundraising experi-
ence. She is currently the co-principal investiga-
tor for the Women’s Health Initiative nationwide
study, is a member of the steering committee for
the University of Washington Center for Public Health and Nutrition,
and is serving on grant review study sections for the National
Institutes of Health and U.S. Department of Agriculture. 

Ruth holds a Ph.D. in Nutrition and Epidemiology from the
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. She received her Masters
in Nutritional Sciences from the University of Missouri, Columbia,
and her B.S. in Nutrition and Diatetics from Northern Illinois
University. To reach her please email ruthp@sdfoundation.org.

Meet our New Staff 
Ruth Patterson, Ph.D., Director of Science & Technology and Health &
Human Services Analysis & Stragey
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Jack and Caroline



With the arrival of fall, many people begin to think about their year-end giving. Because of our flexibility
and the variety of tax-effective ways there are to make a charitable gift, The San Diego Foundation has become the
trusted local resource for donors and their advisors as they search for
ways to give back to the community. Choosing to become a donor is a
very personal decision and each gift made through The Foundation
can be tailored to address both the financial concerns and the charita-
ble intentions of the donor and his or her family. By working directly
with one of the expert staff on our Charitable Giving Team, donors
can accomplish all of their goals. Here is a sampling of ways you can
give back to the community through The San Diego Foundation:

z Establish a Fund 
It is surprisingly easy to set up a fund at The San Diego 
Foundation, and our experienced staff can help you find the one that best meets your individual goals and
needs. When you make your gift before the year end, you can receive an immediate tax deduction for the 
full market value. With a donor advised fund, you and your family have the flexibility of selecting the 
charities or causes you would like to support when the timing is right. 

z Give to an Existing Fund
Donors who already have a fund at The San Diego Foundation can make additional gifts in any amount 
and at any time. Many local nonprofits have endowment funds with The San Diego Foundation. If your 
favorite charity has an endowment fund with us, why not make a gift to their fund to help ensure that 
organization’s long-term financial security.

z Contribute Appreciated 
Assets
Giving an asset, especially a long-
term, highly appreciated asset, is 
better than giving cash. You receive 
the dual benefit of an income tax 
deduction based upon the fair market
value of the gift and you avoid capital
gains tax. As the tax year draws to a 
close, consider sitting down with your
professional advisor and taking a 
closer look at your portfolio for those
highly appreciated assets that can 
provide the charitable gift tax benefit 
you need this year.

z Donate Real Estate
You can give a house or condomin-
ium, an apartment building, 
undeveloped land, a vacation home, 
a commercial building, shopping 
center, or parking lot to The San 
Diego Charitable Real Estate 
Foundation (CREF) to establish a 
current fund and receive the tax 
deduction for the fair market value of your real estate while avoiding capital gains tax. 

To learn more about any of these giving options as the end of the year approaches, please call Jill Houska
at 619-235-2300 or if you are in North County, Kari Breitweiser at 858-385-1595. To learn more about donating
real estate, please contact Berit Durler at 619-235-2300.

A Year-End Guide to Charitable Giving

Minimize Your Tax Burden.
Maximize Your Charitable

Options.

Open a Donor Advised Fund at 
The San Diego Foundation,

Where It All Began.

The year is coming to a close quickly,
but you don’t need to rush your
charitable giving. Open a fund now
and you will receive maximum tax
benefits this year while still having
time to consider how you would
like your charitable dollars distrib-
uted. Whether your passion is arts and
culture, preserving the environment, or

Give us a call today!
Jill Houska: 619.235.2300 

Kari Breitweiser:858.385.1595
www.sdfoundation.org 

another cause, a  Donor Advised Fund
at The San Diego Foundation can sup-
port all of your favorite interests.
During this hectic season, we make
charitable giving easy.  




