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that view, fail to recognize the many benefits that public libraries offer as a center for 
neighbors to come together to enjoy music, literature and the arts, explore heritage, 
hone job skills, and improve and enrich oneself overall. Libraries offer children 
hopes, dreams and aspirations. A child’s first trip to a library introduces them to new 
worlds, ideas and information.” 

“Our role as a philanthropic community foundation,” says Kelly, “is to appeal for 
charitable support for this important cause. Branch libraries play an important role in 
each of our communities. Their quality and services should not be compromised by 
a New Central Library, but rather enhanced, as The Central Library is the nucleus of 
the library system.”  

Ben Haddad, Chairman of The San Diego Foundation’s Public Policy Committee 
states, "Public libraries are fundamental to our democracy and are especially critical 
during economic downturns. These institutions provide access to tools for self-
enrichment, education and entertainment to individuals from all walks of life." 

### 

About The San Diego Foundation 

Founded in 1975, The San Diego Foundation is a broad-purpose community 
foundation helping individuals, families and organizations carry out their charitable 
plans, with the common goal of improving the quality of life in the greater San Diego 
region, now and for generations to come.  

 

 

 

 


